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November 1st Magical History Tour to the Hill Cemetery, the Hill-Agor Farm, the Old Mahopac Airport , Lake MacGregor & Austin Road
Please join us on Sunday, November 1 st, at 11:00am, for our “Magical History Tour and Nature Hike” to the first farm lot sold by the Philipse family in Putnam County. First we’ll be visiting the Hill Cemetery, where veterans, beginning with the French and Indian War, are buried, along with many patriots from later wars. We’ll then walk into the Hill-Agor Farm, which was purchased from the Native Americans prior to 1741, the sale later being invalidated in 1765, and repurchased once again from the Philipse-Morris family. This property later became the subject of a landmark Supreme Court case in the early 1800s. We’ll then walk through the old Mahopac Airport, then down along Lake MacGregor, and finally up to Austin Road. We’ll be joined by former Town of Carmel and Putnam County Historian, Allan Warnecke, who has worked tirelessly to save this historic landmark and create what has been called “The Wedding Plan”. Our associate sponsor is the ROCKS organization (formerly the Putnam County Historic Preservation Advisory Commission). Get the kids off their smart-phones and IPads for a few hours! Since we’ll be visiting the cemetery, hiking through County-owned property, and through the Austin Road School property, we won’t be able to invite our canine friends on this hike.

Hike Facts:

Distance: Approximately 4.5 miles roundtrip.
Terrain: Up and down a few hills, mostly on footpaths, with some uneven and rocky ground, stepping over and through a few stone walls.
When: 11:00am on Sunday, November 1st. Heavy rain or serious thunderstorm threats will postpone this hike until Sunday, November 8th, same time. 
Where:  Meet at the Putnam National Golf Club parking lot at 187 Hill Street in Red Mills, Mahopac Falls. Hill Street is located off of Route 6N, or can be accessed from Long Pond Road. Since this is County-owned property, no permits are required to hike this property.
Directions: From Route 6 in Mahopac, take route 6N until you reach the Historic Red Mills Park on the right side, and make that right turn on to Hill Street. Follow Hill Street for approximately 2/3 mile, to 187 Hill Street and the Putnam National Golf Club parking lot on the left. Hill Street can also be accessed from Long Pond Road, as it becomes Hill Street as you head southward. Then take Hill Street until you reach the Putnam National Golf Club on the right side. For a map, click here.
What to Bring:  Wear comfortable and sturdy hiking shoes, bring water, lunch or snack, and bug repellent.  It’s still tick season so dress in light colored clothing, tuck your pants into your socks, and make sure to thoroughly check yourself when you return home.
Contact: Visit our Facebook page here, email at thomasmaxson@highlandspreservation.org, or by phone at (845) 249-8880. 
