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April 16, 2009

Comments Delivered to the Patterson Zoning Board of Appeals:

    Good evening, my name is Tom Maxson, and I’m from Highlands Preservation, Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving historic and prehistoric sites in the Hudson Highlands, and the preservation of our rural character.
   On numerous previous occasions, we have commented on the obvious shortfalls in the proposed Patterson Crossing project and the devastating consequences these issues will create for the people of Kent, for the aesthetic jewel of our community known as Lake Carmel, and for the overall quality of life for all in the surrounding area. The Planning Board’s previous approval of the FEIS constitutes a dramatic life-changing event for everyone who lives in the shadow of this monstrosity, and for anyone who has to drive near it. The Board has chosen to ignore the devastating impact of this project on the water quality of Lake Carmel, and the explosion of traffic on the surrounding roads which will lead to conditions like those seen along Route 6 in Jefferson Valley, where drivers must wait for several light changes before being able to proceed through that area. The Board has also chosen to ignore the historical record of previous ownership of this property by one of Patterson and Kent’s most prominent citizens, Judge Daniel Kent, a jurist on the Court of Common Pleas and a member of the New York State Assembly, along with his offspring. Of course, these are members of the same family of “Kents” for whom the Town of Kent is named.
    As if all of this was not enough, now the Zoning Board has been asked to issue a variance on the preexisting 35’ building height limitation, thus expanding this height limitation by more than double the original limit. If approved, this would create an extremely negative viewscape from the surrounding hills in Kent and Patterson. These structures will be visible from the Maynard Corners area in Kent, from the Terry Hill section in Lake Carmel, from the Townsend Ridge area of Kent, from the Mooney Hill area in Kent, and from Mt. Nimham in Kent. Patterson and Kent residents in the area of Bear Hill will also have their views spoiled by these proposed structures. All in all, we’re talking about impacting the view of thousands of local residents, people who always assumed that the common sense restrictions on building height would be enforced by the local regulatory bodies.
   The Town of Kent’s 2008 revised Master Plan identifies these viewscape issues as being of great importance in terms of maintaining our rural aesthetics. The destruction of scenic views has profound impacts on the social and economic well-being of the community. No one can place a price tag on the value of our scenic views.
   So what will it take for the Patterson Zoning Board to recognize the rights of all of those who are impacted by this project rather than purely focusing on satisfying a Connecticut developer’s attempts at making a financial killing in the real estate market? At what point will the Board consider the devastating impacts to the local community rather than just appeasing the developer’s whims and wishes? At what point will the Town of Patterson begin acting like a good neighbor to the people of Kent, the same people who came to Patterson’s defense 20 years ago when a giant landfill was proposed on Route 311 in Patterson? As a student of history, I stand here tonight to bear witness to the actions and inactions of the Patterson Zoning Board, and to assure the members of this body that history will not judge them kindly if they cannot even stand firm on the existing height limitation, a limitation that was established for very good reasons to protect the surrounding community from the profound impacts caused by oversized unsightly structures. Please act in support of those whose lives are being forever impacted by your decisions regarding this project.
   Thank you for your consideration.










Sincerely,










Thomas F. Maxson
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