Putnam County Historian Recognizes Thomas Maxson, Chairman of Highlands Preservation, for Preservation Activities
   On June 12, 2009, Putnam County and the Putnam County Historian’s Office recognized Thomas Maxson, Chairman of Highlands Preservation, Inc., for his work in documenting, promoting and preserving historic artifacts in the county.

   In celebrating Putnam County’s 197th birthday, Maxson and others were recognized for their work at a special ceremony organized and led by Putnam County Historian Patricia Houser. Houser acknowledged Maxson’s work in protecting the stone chambers of Kent. Maxson shared the award with the Town of Kent, his fellow chamber surveyors, and his colleagues at Highlands Preservation. “Preservation is truly a team effort, and we have been working with a great team on this project to identify, document, and protect these extremely important historic artifacts.”
   To date, the team has identified 52 chambers located within Kent, but believes that there are additional chambers tucked away on private properties within the town. “I believe that, when we’ve completed this project, we’ll have a total of approximately 60 chambers in the town. That would most likely entitle the town to claim that Kent is the ‘stone chamber capital of the United States’.”

