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February 28, 2014

Dear Planning Board Chairman, Deputy Chair, and Members,

   My name is Tom Maxson, from Highlands Historic Preservation in Kent. Thank you for the opportunity to speak at this public hearing regarding the Morini permit application. 
   One of Kent’s claims to fame is the fact that the town is the corbelled stone chamber capital of the United States. Also known as root cellars and ice houses, they were built by the farmers who arrived here beginning in the mid 1700s to store their agricultural products, especially dairy, and root crops used to feed their livestock in an age before electricity and refrigeration. Our survey indicates that there are at least 60 such chambers within the town’s borders. They are remarkable feats of engineering and construction, as evidenced by the fact that so many have survived for hundreds of years, long after the town evolved from an agrarian way of life to today’s residential and recreational community. 

   This particular stone chamber (see Attachment 1) was once owned by the patriot Isaac Barrett (1735-1824) and his family, who purchased this 121 acre farm from the Commissioners of Forfeiture on June 13, 1782 after it was seized from the loyalist Philipse family. It was later owned by John H. Townsend (1832-1881), the son of Stephen and Mary Smalley Townsend, who owned the impressive Fairview Farm on Mount Nimham, and who was the brother of Judge Coleman Townsend. John H. Townsend was married to Emeline Barrett (1831-1927) who, according to her obituary in 1927, was born on the Barrett homestead on the shore of Barrett Pond. One of their sons, Asbury C. Townsend (1858-1920), served as Supervisor of Kent from 1901 through 1915, and again from 1918 through 1919.
   Despite the best construction and design efforts of these farmers, they could never have imagined the vibration and force created by an 80thousand -plus pound vehicle, like a full cement truck, rumbling up and down behind the stone chamber. Or the other potential impacts caused by other ongoing construction activities nearby. Finally, the potential damage caused by erosion and improper drainage flow toward the chamber are further causes of concern. 

   In 2008, the Town of Kent revised its Master or Comprehensive Plan, and included clear recommendations to preserve our history. For example, under “Planning Policy 2: Stone Walls and Stone Chambers: The Planning Board should make every effort to ensure that stone walls and stone chambers these are preserved when reviewing site plan and subdivision applications” (125). The Town has adopted a number of preservation ordinances to protect historic assets such as the stone chambers, as referenced in Attachment 2.
   We hope the Planning Board and the applicant will address these issues to ensure that this corbelled stone chamber has the opportunity to survive for another 200 years.





Sincerely,

                                                                                                Tom Maxson

Highlands Historic Preservation
Attachment 1
Isaac Barrett Farm Corbelled Stone Chamber
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Attachment 2
Town of Kent Preservation Ordinances
§ 66A-21 General standards.
B. Preservation of any significant existing features. The Planning Board may require in subdivision design and through the subsequent dedication of conservation easements the preservation of natural features which add value to residential developments and to the community, including but not limited to large trees or wooded areas, stone walls, watercourses and falls, beaches, historic and prehistoric areas and similar irreplaceable assets.
§ 77-13 Design standards. 

 (7) To the extent practicable existing tree rows and hedgerows, stone walls, and similar features shall be retained in the development of any new use or the expansion of any existing use. Such boulevard entrance shall be improved with landscaping, fencing, stone walls or other suitable aesthetic improvements as approved by the Planning Board.

(10) New buildings in proximity to historic structures and historic districts listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places shall be designed in a manner consistent with the general architectural features of such historic features in terms of form, materials, fenestration, and roof shape.

