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SUBJECT: Minutes of October 2010 Highlands Preservation, Inc. Quarterly Board Meeting

DATE: October 25, 2010

IN ATTENDANCE: HP Chairman Tom Maxson, Vice Chairman Ryan Maxson, Secretary Andrea Messinger, and HP volunteer members.

The Chairman reported that the vandalism problems on Mt. Nimham are getting worse with every passing week. More graffiti is constantly being added to the large rocks and trees along the main road to the fire tower. A letter had been sent by the Chairman to DEC Commissioner Grannis in late July complaining about this issue, and also identified some of the vandals operating on the mountain. The Chairman also filed complaints with the Kent Police and the NYC DEP regarding this issue and other acts occurring on DEP property. Unfortunately, some emails sent by Chairman Maxson to the Kent CAC Chairman, George Baum, complaining about these vandals, were forwarded by Mr. Baum to the vandals themselves. The Chair of the KCAC then made a trip to the fire tower to paint over the graffiti before the Kent Police could investigate. This was observed by one of our volunteers. The Kent Police did contact the vandals, known as KEPRI, whose leader, Renee Fleury, was issued a warning by the Kent Police that any future acts would result in criminal charges. We have been joined by other preservationists, such as the New England Antiquities Research Association (NEARA), and the mountain biker groups in the area, in complaining about these vandalism activities.
Chairman Tom Maxson has expressed concerns to Town of Kent officials regarding Mr. Baum’s interference with this police investigation, possible evidence tampering, and for alerting the vandals that they were under investigation, which may be viewed as obstructing justice. Mr. Maxson has consulted with HP counsel, who has outlined a number of potential remedies in regard to Mr. Baum and/or the Town of Kent. These options are currently under consideration. The Town is currently reviewing its “email policy” under the guise of dealing with this issue. 
Chairman Maxson and volunteer Ed Illiano have recently spoken to Forest Rangers on Mt. Nimham who are indicating there will be a greater DEC presence to monitor the vandals. This would be a welcome development.
Chairman Maxson and volunteer Ed Illiano have met with a local archaeologist, who agrees with our previous findings that there are significant prehistoric artifacts on Mt. Nimham. Further meetings are currently being planned.
On October 14, 2010, the NY Times published an article regarding Hawk Rock, which HP registered as a prehistoric archaeological site with the NYS OPRHP in 2009, and the stone chambers in that area, which are also registered with New York State. The article was greatly biased by focusing on a discredited theorist, who is associated with KEPRI, and included a link to the KCAC’s maps to Hawk Rock. The following weekend, a group of hikers, enticed by the sensational article, got lost near Hawk Rock at night. This required the efforts of the Lake Carmel Fire Department and Kent Police to locate and rescue them. This not only jeopardized our volunteer firefighters, but also created erosion damage due to the need to deploy emergency vehicles on sensitive trails. Chairman Maxson has written a letter of complaint to the NY Times, and has decried the publication of the KCAC’s maps to the world. We have been joined by other preservationists, such as NEARA, in complaining about these activities. NEARA will also be writing to George Baum complaining about this practice.
Chairman Maxson will be meeting in the near future with PLAN-KENT members to share information regarding Kent’s remnant roads. The Chairman has authored a white paper on this issue, identifying the non-abandoned roads, and had previously made a presentation to the Kent Planning Board. Due to the sensitive nature of this information, it has been protected by copyright and will not be released outside of a small circle of volunteers and researchers.

Likewise, the survey of the stone chambers in Kent continues. To date, 56 chambers have been identified, making Kent “the stone chamber capital of the United States.” But due to the ongoing vandalism problems in Kent, and the KCAC Chairman’s previous actions in protecting some of these vandals, the information regarding the chambers will be held by HP as proprietary.

Chairman Maxson will be presenting “The Corbelled Stone Chambers of Kent” to the Kent Historical Society on November 18, 7:30pm, at 770 Route 52, Lake Carmel. It is hoped that by providing a more balanced approach to this topic that the efforts of preservationists will be supported in fighting vandalism and misinformation.
