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Magical History Tour & Nature Hike Through Farmers Mills & 3 Cemeteries 
   Please join Highlands Historic Preservation on Saturday, July 12th, at 11:00 am, as we bring our "Magical History Tour & Nature Hike" to the Farmers Mills area of Kent. We will be commemorating Independence Day and honoring some of our local patriots who served in the War of Independence and subsequent wars to protect and preserve our freedom. We'll meet at the NYS DEC parking area on White Pond Road, and hike from there to visit the Russell-Mead Cemetery, the Kent & Fishkill Baptist Church Cemetery, and the Smalley Burial Ground. In addition to honoring our patriots, we’ll learn more about the Farmers Mills community, and the sluiceway built by local contractors on behalf of New York City to channel the overflow from White Pond. Our approximately 2.5 mile roundtrip walk will take us through these cemeteries and some beautiful forestland located between them. Please wear comfortable and sturdy hiking shoes, bring water and a lunch or snack, and bug repellent. We’ll return to the parking area at about 2:30pm. Get the kids off their computers and smart-phones for a few hours! Well behaved leashed dogs are welcome too, but they will not be allowed within the confines of the cemeteries. The associate sponsor for this hike is the former Putnam County Historic Preservation Advisory Commission, now known as the ROCKS organization.
Hike Facts:

Roundtrip Distance:  Approximately 2.5 miles

Terrain: Some off-trail hiking between the cemeteries, stepping over downed trees and through stone walls. 
When: 11:00 am on Saturday, July 12th, 2014. Rain date is Saturday, July 19th, same time.
Where:  NYS DEC White Pond Multiple Use Area off of White Pond Road in Kent.  We will be crossing through some NYC DEP recreation areas, and will have temporary permits for those who need them.

Directions: From Route 52, take Milltown Road approximately 2.4 miles (Milltown Road becomes White Pond Road), and turn left into the New York State DEC White Pond parking area. From Farmers Mills Road, take White Pond Road approximately .1 mile, and turn right into New York State DEC White Pond parking area. For a map, click here.

What to Bring:  Wear comfortable and sturdy hiking shoes, bring enough water given the distance you’re walking and the temperature that day, lunch or snack, and bug repellent.  It’s tick season so dress in light colored clothing, tuck your pants into your socks, and make sure to thoroughly check yourselves and your dog when you return home.

Contact: By phone at (845) 249-8880, by email at thomasmaxson@highlandspreservation.org, or visit our Facebook page here, or visit our website at http://www.highlandspreservation.org/index.html
