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September 7th Magical History Tour & Nature Hike Down Coles Mills Road To The Russell Farm
   In keeping with the theme we started in July with our visit to the Farmers Mills cemeteries to honor our local patriots, Highlands Historic Preservation will take its next “Magical History Tour & Nature Hike” down Coles Mills Road to the Russell Farm at the southern end of the mountain. Following up on our August hike to the northern end of the mountain to visit the patriot Samuel Hawkins’ farm, we’ll visit the farm site originally owned by the Revolutionary War patriot Lt. Thomas Russell, our hike will also take us along foot trails paralleling Coles Mills Road. In addition to the Russell Farm, we’ll be discussing the history of Coles Mills, and the building of the reservoirs and Boyd’s Dam. So get your kids off their IPads and smart phones for a few hours, and well behaved leashed dogs are always welcome too!
Hike Facts:

Roundtrip Distance:  Approximately 3.5 miles roundtrip.

Terrain: Up and down hills, uneven and rocky ground, crossing at least 2 streams, step over downed trees and through stone walls.
When: 11:00 am on Sunday, September 7th. Steady rain will postpone the hike until Sunday, September 14th, 11:00 am.

Where:  NYS DEC Mount Nimham Multiple Use Area off of Gipsy Trail Road in Kent.  Since this is a multiple use area, no permits are required to hike this property.
Directions: From Route 301, take Gipsy Trail Road north approximately 2.3 miles, and turn left on Mt. Nimham Court (see blue historical marker). Follow Mt. Nimham Court up the hill approximately 1 mile to the main parking area. From Farmers Mills Road, go south on Gipsy Trail Road approximately 2.4 miles, and turn right on Mt. Nimham Court. Follow Mt. Nimham Court up the hill approximately 1 mile to the main parking area. For a map, click here.
What to Bring:  Wear comfortable and sturdy hiking shoes, bring enough water given the distance you’re walking and the temperature that day, lunch or snack, and bug repellent.  It’s tick season so dress in light colored clothing, tuck your pants into your socks, and make sure to thoroughly check yourself and your dog when you return home.

Contact: By email at thomasmaxson@highlandspreservation.org, or visit our Facebook page here, or by phone at (845) 249-8880.
